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Chapter it was granted to Queensland on separation from New
L South Wales in 1859, to Western Australia in 1890,
and to the Cape of Good Hope and Natal in 1872
and 1893 respectively. In the South African cases the
grant involved a new principle, for the population was
predominantly non-European, and the interests of
the natives were by the grant inevitably placed in the
hands of the local European minorities. Despite the
difficulties arising from this cause, responsible govern-
ment was held to be the one mode by which the con-
quered republics in South Africa could be attached to
the Empire, and the Transvaal and the Orange Kiver
Colony received this form of government in 1906-7.
Nor was there any reluctance on the part of the United
Kingdom to strengthen the autonomous units which
it had brought into being. Though federation would
manifestly strengthen them in any dealings with the
United Kingdom, the British Government was in large
measure responsible for the federation of Canada in
1867, for that of Australia in 1900, and the Union of
South Africa in 1909.
In the grant of responsible government as conceived
by Lord Durham there was involved no idea of the
surrender of the sole sovereignty of the United King-
dom. He contemplated no inroad on the paramount
authority of the Imperial Parliament and the Imperial
Government; his desire was that they should confine
their action to matters truly imperial, and, having
created local administrations, leave them to deal un-
fettered with all matters of local concern. He saw that
the struggle in Canada was largely waged over issues
of patronage and expenditure OB. local objects in which
the Imperial Crown had no special interest, and he